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Application/Control Number: 09/899,919 
Art Unit: 2882 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in- ... h filed in the united States before the 

treaty in the English language; or f h invcntion by the 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hermann. 
Referring to claim 1 , Hermann discloses an optical connector comprising a housing 

having a cord receiving hole portion in which an optical fiber cord can be inserted and received 
along an axis of the optical fiber cord (see Fig. 2); and a stopper including a plate-l.ke portion 
(see Fig. 2, ref. 1 1) having a positioning slit having a width slightly smaller than a diameter of 
the optical fiber cord (see Fig. 3, ref. 9); wherein a mounting hole, through which the plate-like 
portion of the stopper can be inserted into the cord receiving hole portion (see col. 2, lines 40-43) 
in a direction perpendicular to a direction of insertion of the optical fiber cord (see Fig. 2), is 
formed in the housing (see Fig. 1 , ref. 9), and the housing has a stopper retaining portion for 
holding the plate-like portion of the stopper in a posture perpendicular to the direction of 
insertion of the optical fiber cord (see col. 3, lines 11-14; Fig. 4, ref. 16); and wherein when the 
stopper is inserted into the cord receiving hold portion, each of blade portions, formed by a side 
edge of the positioning slit and a distal edge of the plate-like portion disposed perpendicular to 
the side edge, penetrates into a covering portion of the optical fiber in a direction different from a 
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direction toward an axis of the optical fiber cord, while forcing a portion of the covering away 
(see col. 3, lines 11-21; Fig. 5), thereby positioning the optical fiber cored in a fixed manner in 
the direction of the axis of the optical fiber cord (see col. 3, lines 21-25, Fig. 2-5). It is the 
position of the examiner that when the blade portion penetrates into a covering portion of the 
optical fiber, a portion of the covering would inherently be forced away due to a portion of the 
covering being detached from the rest of the covering of the optical fiber cable. 

Referring to claim 2, Hermann discloses an optical connector in which the stopper 
comprises a pair of the plate-like portions interconnected by an interconnecting piece portion in 
parallel relation to each other, so that that stopper has a generally U-shape when view from the 
side thereof (see Fig. 3); and when the stopper is inserted into the cord receiving hole portion, the 
pair of plate-like portions position the optical fiber cored in a fixed manner in the direction of the 
axis of the optical fiber cored (see Fig. 4). 

Referring to claim 3, Hermann discloses an optical connector wherein each of the 
opposed side edges of the positioning slit is tapering toward the inside of the positioning slit (see 
Fig. 3,ref. 11). 

Referring to claim 4, Hermann discloses an optical connector in which the distal end edge 
of the plate-like portion is tapering in a direction of insertion of the plate-like portion (see Fig. 3, 
ref. 11). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is no, identically disclosed m ^^^j m 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
sue that »he b et matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
ESng in the art to which sa,d subject matter perta.ns. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 

manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hermann in view 

of Morgan (US 6,401,585 Bl). 

Hermann discloses the device previously recited. However, the reference does not 
disclose the device wherein reverse blades are formed on and project from each of the opposed 
side edges of the positioning slit toward the inside of the positioning slit, the reverse blades being 
directed in a direction generally opposite the direction of insertion of the plate-like portion. 

Morgan et al. discloses a device wherein reverse blades are formed on and are directed in 
a direction generally opposite to the direction of insertion of a plate-like portion (see Fig. 2, ref. 
12,4a, 26). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have the device where reverse blades are formed on and project from each 
of the opposed side edges of the positioning slit toward the inside of the positioning slit, the 
reverse blades being directed in a direction generally opposite the direction of insertion of the 
plate-like portion since one would be motivated to maximize the ease of operating the device. 
Through such a modification, the blade would cut more thoroughly due to the larger number of 
individual blades used to cut the optical fiber covering. By having a multiple of individual 
blades, one insertion stroke of the stopper through the optical fiber would produce multiple blade 
passes through the cut, thereby producing a more thorough cut. As a result the stopper would be 
more effective to cut into materials of disparate hardness, as disclosed by Morgan (col. 1, lines 
25-29). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Richard H Kim whose telephone number is (703)305-4791 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert H Kim can be reached on (703)305-3492. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)308-7722 for regular 
communications and (703)308-7724 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308-0956. 



Richard H Kim 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2882 



RHK 

September 20, 2002 




